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HE Rambler has recently written
of a number of historic trees,
including the Webster oak at
the Vinevard, the Howard

Tayne chestnut at Chichester, on the
Tlastern branch, and the Humboldt sas-
=afrus treem in the grounds of the Sol-
diers’ Home This subject has recalled
# glant black walnut tree which stood
in the grounds of (GGunston Hall a few
¥ears age and probably stands there
now., TUnder that tree often sat Thomas
Jefferson and George Mnson, and, pre-
sumably, other distinguished persons
who were friends of Mason and who
were frequent vigitors at his home.
Some of these friends and neighhors

nere Raleigh Travers of the great
Raleigh family, and who married the
half-zister of Mary Ball of Epping
Forest: Col. Teter Daniel of Crows'
Nest, John Mercer of Marlboro, Va..
the Hedgemans, Mountjovs, ol
Thomas Ludwell Lee of Berry Hill and
Bellvue, Daniel Carroll Brent of Rich-
land. the Fitzhughs of Boscobel, the
Ewells of Telle the Seldens of
Salving anghs of Belie
Flaine, Richard Henry Lee of Chan-
t1illy. William Fitzhugh of Ravens-

worth, John Augustine Washington of
Rushfield, Richard Stuart of Cedar
Grove, Henry Fitzhugh of Hedford, the

‘’hichesters of Newington, Col. Black-
bhurn of Rippon Ledge. the Fairfaxes
of Bellvoir and the Washingtons of

Mount Vernon.
*
. + *
in the mind of the
colonial nota-

There is no doubt
Rambler that all these
bles and their families have re=ted in
the shade of that black walnut tree.
In addition to these, many of the great
of " prerevolutionary,
the revolutionary ¢ the early repub-
lican periods were guests at one time
or another of George Mason of Gun-
ston lall. He was a man of great in-
fluence and his opinion and advice were
courted by men who were conspicuous
in the public eve in those times.

The Rambler has spent many happy,
sunny hours lounging under that tree
and dreaming of the sage of Gunston.
In the popular understanding George
Mason does not bulk Iurge as a founder
of the American republic, but the na-
tion owes much to his memory. In the
prerevolutionary and Constitution-mak-
ing eras few men stood as hizh as
Mason. He was a devoted believer in
popular government and a magnificent
champion of the American commons.
He was a might exponent of the theory
of 4 governing eystem where there
should be “liberty without license and
authority without despotism.” He was
the inspiration of George Washington
amd Thomas Jefferson, and they leaned
on him for counsel. He was also an
inspiration to James Madison. the
father of the Constitution, and it was
Patrick Henry who gavé voice to the
sentiments of Mason.

In years long gone the Rambler wrote
eome meditations on Gunston Hall, ahd,
reflecting on how Mason's mind had
influenced many of the prominent fig-
ures in our history, wrote:

Mason forged many thonderbolts which other
men hufled. He of'en spoke with the tongues of
other men. and his wisdom shome in the house of
burgesses, the Conllnental Congress and the con-
stitational convention. His spirft lives In the
Declarntion of ence. In this there is
no will to wronmg the memory of Washington,
Jeffarson or Madizon—ne wish to offend the pames
of those patriots who loom the larger as their
times rec whose goodness grows plalner as
the perspective lengihens. ‘There i= in this
only a humble desire to teil that Mason was &
great Virginlan, aund, if service to one’s country 1=
the test of greainess, that he was & great man
among the mighty men whose strength ban's ed
from our land the banner of St. George. Thomas
Jefferson said that George Mascon was the wisest
man of bis geperation, and James Madiron sald
be was the ablest debater he bad ever kpown.

characters

»
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1t was George Mason of Gunston who,
after conference and correspondence
with Washington, drew up the non-im-
portation resolutions offered by Wash-
ington and adopted by the Virginia as-
sembly in 1769. He was the author of
a tract styled “Extracts from the Vir-
ginia Charters and Some Remarks
Upon Them,” supperting the conten-
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tion that the Britieh parliament had
not the right to levy taxes on the
American colonies. That tract had a
wide circulation and influence. At the

meeting of the citizens of Fairfax
county, held at Fairfax courthouse—
then situated at what is now a barren
spot, called “Freedom Hill"—in July,
1774. and of which ing George
Washington was moderator, Mason
presented twenty-four olutions  in
advocacy of non-intercourse with the
mother couniry Those resolutions

were ulso adopted by the Virginia con-
vention, which assembled at Willipms-

burg in August, 1774 It was that
body which elected Pevton Randelph,
Richard Hentry lee, George Washing-
ton, Patrick Henry, Richard Bland,

Benjamin Hurrison and Edmund Pen-

the Constitution Mason was the leader
of the forces eopposed to ratification,
and standing with him were Patrick
Henry, Benjamin Harrison, James
Monroe and Willlam Grayson. Op-
posing these and standing for ratifica-
tion were John Marzhall, Edmund Ran-
dolph, Richard Henry Lee, George
Washington and James Madison, and so
great was Mason's influence that in 168
votes the majority for ratification was
only ten, and that majority was ob-
tained only after the requisite number
of states had formally adopted the
Constitution, o that the ratification or
non-ratification by Virginia made lit-
tle difference.

Not far from the black walnut tree
is a grave marked with a simple gran-
ite headstone insecribed, "George

JEFFERSON WALNUT TREE AT GUNSTON HALL.

delegates to the first Conti-
nental Congress, and that Congress
substantially adopted the Mason reso-
Iutions.

Mason declined election to the Con-
tinental Congress, and once declined
to serve after having been elected, but
he sat in and took a prominent part
in the constitutional convention af
1787. In the discussions leading up to
the formation of the Constitution,
Mason opposed slavery, holding that it
was “a source of national weakness
and demoralization.” He advocated
the direct election of the President by
the people for a term of meven years,
with inellgibility for re-election. He
opposed the requirement of a property
qualification for voters, and also op-
posed the plan to make slaves equal
to freemen as a basis for representa-
tion in the electoral college and in the
national legislature. He refused to
sign the Constitution and, with Patrick
Henry, fought against its ratification
by the state of Virginia.

In the Virginia convention to ratify

Mason, Author of the Bill of Rights and
the First Constitution of Virginia,
1726-1762." ;

The Rambler knew Gunston Hall
when it was almost ruinous. Several
years after the civil war, while it was
in a state of great dilapidation, it was
acquired by Col. Edward Danlels, who
partially restored it. Col. Daniels came
to Virginia from the north, at one time
edited the Richmond Journal and was
an intimate friend of President Grant.
He aspired to the Senate from Virginia,
and at one time ran for the House of
Representatives against Eppa Hunton.
Col. Danlels lost. He was a republican.

From Col Daniels Gunston Hall
passed to Joseph Specht of St. Louls,
who did much to rehabilitate the place.
Mr, Specht died in 1902, or 1903, and
Gunston remained in possession of his
heirs for a few years. Then it was
bought by Paul Kester, who at one
time also owned Woodlawn, the home
of Nellie Custis, after she became the
wife of Lawrence Lewis, the son of
Betty Washington. Not long ago

Gunston Hall passed from the Kesters.
It has come now into possession of a
family. described to the Rambler by a
soldier friend of his as one of the most
delightful in the land.

L
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The Mason family in Virginia grew to
be a numerous one and there are
*“Magon homes” In many localities in the
state. George Mason the Great was the
fourth American George Mason, being
the great-grandson of George Mason
who came to Virginia after the royalist
disaster at Worcester and landed at
Accokeek. One of this Mason's fellow-
refugees was Col. Gerard Fowke, a son
of Roger Fowke of Brewood Hall and
Gunston, a hamlet In Staffordshire.
Thus the name of Gunston Hall repre-
sents 4 Fowke memory and not an an-
cestral hall of the Masons In England.
The original Gunston Hall was stand-
ing when it was visited in 1865 by
James M. Mason. Tt was then owned
by the Gifford famlily, who had owned
Boscobel, near Gunston, where Charles
II lay concealed after Worcester,

In March, 1655, George Mason, 1st,
obtalned a patent to lands in that part
of Northumberland couniy. which be-
came Westmoreland county. Among
his neighbors were John Washington,
the first of the American Washingtons,
and who settled on Bridges creek, or it
may have been Popes creek, about a
mlle and a half to the south; Col.
Gerard Fowke, John Leare, Thomas
Lunsford, who had been Sir Thomas
Lunsford, and Capt. Giles Brent. George
Mason, 1st, died about 1686. George
Mason, 2d, lived somewhere on Dogue
Neck, perhaps on the lands on which
William Fairfax, the cousin and Vir-
ginia agent of Thomas Lord Fairfax,
bullt Belvoir. In 1692 he was sheriff
of Stafford county, out of which Fair-
fax county was created. In 1696 ha
bought of Willam Sherwood 2,100 acres In
Dogue Neck and 200 acres near Little
Hunting creek, which later became a
part of the Mount Vernon property. In
1704 he bought the land on which the
village of Occoquan stands now, and
in 1714, with James Hereford, he
bought 2,244 acres about where the
village of Accotink stands.

Thus Mason ((eorge, 2d) was mrarried
to Mary Fowke, daughter of Gerrard
Fowke, 2d, of Charles county, Md. At
her death he married Elizabeth Waugh,
daughter of Rev, John Waugh, and he
married a third time, but the name of
that wife seems not to have been pre-
served. He had numerous children as
the result of the three marriages, and
they married into the Fitzhugh, Mercer,
Dinwlddie and Bronaugh families.

-
« %

George Mason, 3d, was the firrt son
of Mason, 2d, and Mary Fowke. H: was
sheriff of Stafford countv and =was a
member of the Spotswood "N~lden
Horseshoe” expedition to the 3lue
Rldge in 1716. He wae also ‘‘comman-
der-in-chief of all his majesty's militia
in the county of Stafford.” He was &
member of the house of burgessrs and
was married, in 1721, to Anne Themson,
daughter of Stevens Thomson, attorney
general of Virginia. Breaking with the
Virginia administration of Gov. Hugh
Drysdale, who had succeeded Spots-
wood, he removed to a beautiful seat on
Chlcamuxen creek. Charles county,
Md., and the Rambler has often stood
on the site of the house. ' In 1745 he
was drowned by the capsizing of the
sailboat in which he was returning
home after a visit to Virginia,

It was this George Mason, 34, who
obtained the patent to the island at
Washington called Analostan, and to a
tract of land opposite Georgetown,
where he established the ferrﬁ, which
continued for a century, and which was

finally succeeded by a toll bridge,
about on the site of the Aqueduct
bridge. That was not the firet ferry,

however, for Peter Awbrey had estab-
lished one below Anajostan Island.
Mason bought out Awbrey and estab-
lished a new ferry over the river, above
the upper end of the island.

George Mason, 3d, in 1725, was llv-
ing at the Mason home at Occoquan
Neck, the place being called Wood-
bridge. There and in that year his

son, George Mason, 4th). who became
George Mason, sage of Gunston, was
born. Young (ieorge lived over in
Maryland, on Chicamuxen creek, with
his father, but after the senior's death,
by drowning, in 1745, he and his mother
went to live at the Thomson home at
Chappawamsic, and later young George
went to live with his uncle, John
Mercer, who had leased from Mrs.
Thomeon Mason the home at Occoquan.

George Mason, 4th, was married in
1750, by Rev. John Moncure, rector of
Overwharton parish, Stafford county, to
Ann Eilbeck, daughter of William Eil-
beck of Mattawoman, Charles county,
Md. Tt was about 1755, and not later
than 1758, that George Mason, then one
of the most learned and distinguished
men in Virginia, began the building of
his great new house which, in honor of
his Fowke ancestry and because he
liked the name, he called Gunston Hall.

The Rambler has often walked from
the raflroad station, Lorton, to Gunston
Hall, stopping at the site of the first
Pohick church and making a side ex-
cursion to another Mason home, called

ITH ‘(QHE- [DAMBLE

after having traced or trailed those
records to their cell or tomb.

The metes and bounds and the names
of the farms which covered the site of
the old city of Washington at the time
the conclusion was arrived at to locate
the permanent seat of government here
are well known, and the Rambler has
lately presented a number of facts on
this subject, obtalned from a “View of
the City of Washington in 1792 and
1911," prepared by the geological aur-
vey, and trom researches mads by the
late Hugh Taggart, as well as from the
recently lssued first volume of Wil-
helmus B. Bryan's work, “History of
the National Capital from Its F'ounda-
tion Through the Perlod of the Adop-
tion of the Organie Act.” These men,
us well as other local histerians and
antiquaries, have brought together
quite & sum of interesting matter con-
cerning the farm owners of the site of
Washington in 1790, 1781, 1792 and 1733.
1t is in the matter of the farms, the farm
names, the farm owners and the fami-
lies on the site of Washington from
the time that white settlers made their

down as Cerne Abbe Manor. When the
District, north of the Potomac river,
was transferred to the federal govern-
ment by the state of Maryland, Cerne
Abbe Manor was the name of the Car-
roll farm, on which the Capitol, Senate
and House office buildings and the
Union station stand. Its eastern boun-
dary was generally along the line of
2d street east. But here is an old plat
which glves the name Cerne Abbe
Manor to the Wheeler farm, on the
Eastern branch, showing that that
farm was carved out of Cerne Abbe
Manor, and that, therefore, at a date
much earlier than the decision to re-
move the seat of government here
Cerne Abbe Manor covered s much
larger part of the site of Washington
than it did in 1790. This part of Cerne
_Abbe Manor had evidently been sepa-
rated from the parent tract for some
time, as inclosed in it are two tracts
that had been surveyed and had ac-
quired names, and, no deoubt, had
passed through the possession of a
number of holders. The western and
the larger of these Wheeler tracts was

GUNSTON HALL, THE HOME OF GEORGE MASON. 4

Lexington. He has then walked down
to the dilapidated wharf at Gunston
landing, missed the boat and walked

back to Lorton, to miss the last train,
and then walked on to the cars at
Mount Vernon. That walk, unincum-
bered, might be a picnie to a tough and
seasoned wanderiuster, but, burdened
with a camera, box of plates and other
impedimenta, the lambler has found it

“some stroll” The HRambler and his
friend and fellow-historian, James
Croggan, are not walking as far and

It i= not that
but because

ag fast as they used to.
they are so much older,
they are so much wiser.

L]

w %

Facts About Washington's Site.
HE history of the
Washington is bullt and the his-
tory of the iple and the families
owning tho. Ms I8 a subject that
hag appealed to the imagination of a
great many persons, but has engaged
the industry of an exceedingly small
number. It is a quest that requires
time, patience and somewhat of an in-
clination to delve among musty records,

lands on which

way along the Eastern branch and
Rock creek up to the time of the selec-
tion of this lecality as an appropriste
site for the National Capital that facts
are scanty.

A man who has contributed a great
deal to knowledge concerning the site
of Washington 18 a clvil enginser, whose
name is Walter Atlee. He has spent a
large measure of time among@ the rec-
ords at Marlborough and at Annapolis
which have a bearing on the lands and
the people of this locelity before its
dedication by Maryland to the Unlited
States, and he has rummaged among
the record treasures relating to embryo
Washington, which are in possession of
the office of public buildings and
erounds.

-
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One of the results of Mr. Atlee's work,
which he has shown to the Rambler, is
a plot of the Widow Wheeler's prop-
aerty, along the north side of the East-
ern branch, which he has reconstructed

from old plats, surveys and other data.
The name of this tract, which extended
along the Eastern branch from about
the site of the Anacostia bridge to the
Pennsylvania Avenue bridge, is set

called "Adventure,” and the eastern
and smaller was called by the unpoetic
name of “Hogpen Enlarged.”

Bome of the facts set forth in Mr. At-
lee's plot were obtained from a drawing
entitled "A Plan of a Part of the City
of Washington in the Vicinity of the
Eastern Branch Ferry,” which was
made, probably, in 1793, and it shows
the situation of the buildings and three
small gravevards on the property of
the Widow Wheeler. “The Widow
Wheeler” was Elizabeth Young, daugh-
ter of William Young, owner of much
of the land on which Washington is
built, and Elizabeth received this East-
ern branch property from her father in
March, 1778, probably at the time of
hear marrizage to Aguilla Wheeler.

The Atlee view of the Eastern branch
farm shows the Commissioners’ whart
on the Wheeler land. The wharf is
plotted at the foot of 14th street, and
its south end touches the present no:rth
bulkhead line of the Anacostia river
improvement project. This wharf,
which extends to the *“ship channel”
of the Eastern branch, oecupies the site
of the Wheeler ferry, which crossed
from the Wheeler property to the Mat-
thew Wigfield property, on the south
side. Leading northwest is a road

it

called the
through a deep cut, through what later
became square south 1048, crosses M

“Ferry road”™ passes

street between 13th and 14th streets
southeast and passes into squars 104K,
which was part of the tract called Hop
Yard, which then appears under the
ownership of one Willlum Baily.

-
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The Wheeler house was built of logs
and frame, and was a small and unpre-
tentious house. This house, which was
surrounded by a small garden, stood a
few vards back from the east side of
the Ferry road, at what would now be
the southwest corner of 14th and M
streets southeast. A small burial lot,
containing, according to the drawling,
three graves, Is shown in the middla
of 14th street, a few vards north of M
street. The drawing also shows Lhrea
graves on the Wheeler grounds, at
what is now the southeast cormer of
14th and L streets southeast, and an-
other burial plot, marked as containing
slx graves, Is shown In lot 1025, just
west of the west bullding line of l4th
street, midway between N street and
Virginia avenue southeast.

A rough and incomplete sketch o
land to the east of the Wheele-
erty is shown. The circle at the
ington end of the Pennsylvania Avenue
bridge, where a number of streets und
avenues meet, is shown on Wiliiam

f the

Baily's farm, “Hop Yard,” and “Mme.
Young's mansion,” a house 20 by
36 feet, but whether of brick or frame
is not shown, stands In  square

1106, which land is now covered with
the graves of Congressional cemeter:
Mr. Atlee has made a copy of the plot
of “Hop Yard,” surveved by George
Fenwick, November 4, 1783, “Hop Yard™
being then owned by William Baily. He
says that this property was not called
op Yard” or “The Hop Yard” because
hops were grown on the land, but that
the name was probably corrupted from
“Houp,” the name of an earlier owner.
With the aid of some old surveys Mr.
Atlee has plotted the house of Abraham
Young in square 10564, at D street, Ken-
tucky avenue and 14th street east
'George Walker's mansion™ in square
862, at 6th street emust and D street
north, and “Mrs. Prout's mansion” iy
square 907, between L and M, Tth and
8th streets southeast. The Frout housa
wae & large one, being 42 by 43 feit.
The navy yard stands on what was
Prout land.

L ]
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014 Mount Vernon Souvenirs.
HE busi of di George

Washington souvenirs in the Na-
tional Capita] is an old one. This re-
flection comes to the Rambler as his
eye rests on an old account in The
Evening Star of Monday, January 19,
1857, of the cutting down of many
trees, the account sayvs peveral thou-
sand, on the Mount Vernon property,
when it was under the ownership of
John A.-'Washington, for converslon by
a well known citizen of Washington of
that period into George Washington
souvenir canes, picture frames and the
like. The "thought occurs as to how
many of these relics are stili preserved
in American households.

The account in guestion runs as fol-
lows: >

t of the Baltimore
mes Criftchett, one of*

of the Mou
qlul.l.nherw trees o0 the or

to Gen. uhtﬁrm
*Nr. Crutchett has fitted up, near the rallroad
depot, s spacious manufsc , With steim power
and a large number of lathes and other machin-
. for the purpose of converting these iress
mementoes of the Father of His Country.
He will shortl the cture of
canes, pleture o5, etc. The former will e
facaimiles of that used by Gen. Washington.
“Each article will be stamped warranted

roprietor of Mulnt.
phu sell nq; waood ;o

than Mr. Crutchett for several years 1o
S B public may rest mssured that all arii-
cles, If any should be In the market, are mﬂ-&

- jed by a certificate from .
333:: nm by Mr. C.'s o%n signature.”

FEW MEN IN THE UNITED STATES ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE ARMY RIFLE.

It Is Estimated That Only One Man in Each Fifty-Three of the 16,000,000 Americans Eligible
for Military Duty Knows Anything About Shooting—What the Government, the National
Rifle Association and Individuals Are Doing to Create the ‘““Citizenry Trained and
Accustomed to Arms” Which Presidenit Wilson Says Is the Nation’s Depéndence—More

We must depend in every time of oatlonal peril,
fn the foture us fn the past, not upon a standing
ArmYy, Dor ¥el Opon a reserve Army, but opon &
citizenry trained and accustomed fo arms.—
Went Wodrow Wilson in bis sopual address te
¢ ongress, December 8, 1914,

TE the words, "“a cltizenry
trained and accustomed to
arms.” About the definition of

that term there has been much
pother.

The thought expressed in the term ia
not new. In fact, it has been with the
countiry since its very foundation.
Once the American people were “train-
ed and accustomed to arms.” They had
to be. Preservation of their scalps in-
tact against the envious Indans, as
well as procuring their fiesh food sup-
ply, compelled them to know how to
shoet.
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But, for several generations, the
Americans have become more and more
urban dwellers. Most of the men of
the country today live In cities. Most
of them never pulled a trigger. With
them the perils of the chase consist in
dodging trolley cars and automobiles
in an effort to reach the butcher shop.
Their foes are not the scalp-lifting In-
dians, but the furniture-lifting in-
stallment house collector.

They have grown away from the an-
clent conception of “a citizenry tralned
and accustomed to arms."”

Read the recent lengthy debates In
Congres=s and you will observe thers
the reflection of various and conflict-
ing schools of thought In the country,
resulting from modern day conditions.

There are some who think the coun-
try needs no defense, either of a
“trained” citizenry or otherwise,
Others prefer a hired army of sub-
stantial proportions te do whatever
fighting might be necessary. Htill
others opposing, as contrary te the
spirit of American institutions®, a large
standing army, hold with the Fresi-
dent that the national dependency must
be on a trained citizenry.

But among these there are suhbdivi-
sion=2 of thought. Several congressmen
advanced the idea in the debate that
because the volunteer riflemen com-
manded by Andrew Jackson defeated
British regulars at New Orleans, there
was no reason to doubt that American
citizens could not repe:at the perform-
ance tomorrow if necessary.

-
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Others held that training in the use
of the rifle s more necessary now than
ever before, since the rifle of today is
a far more complicated and dangerous
weapon than it ever was before, and
that instead of having the same pro-
portion of citizens who can use the
rifle, we have a less proportion than at
any time in the past.

Betting aside all that debate, how-
ever, the fact remains and Is generally
recognized that the president’'s strong
words promise to bring about in the
country & revival of interest in rifie
shooting, not only among the units of
the Army, Navy and Marine Corps and
National Guard, but among citizr s as
well.

How many persons are Lthere in Lhe
country trained and accustomed to
arms?

The census shows that there are some
16,000,000 males of military age—be-
tween eighteen and forty-five years

old—in the TUnited States, No man
knows how many of them can shoot a
rifle. Military authorities guess that
the number is small

There are, roughly, 55,000 men in the
Navy and Marine Corps who have more
or less rtaining with the rifle, and
86,000 in the army. Nevertheless, it
has been stated that not more than
60 per cent of the men in those armed
forces are really effective shots—
that is, suitably instructed for battle
purposes. Of course, it must be taken
into consideration that this is fixing
a higher standard of marksmanship
than exists today in any European
army. But, counting in all as gualified,
here are 141,000.

In the debate on the military appro-
priation bill in the House in the latter
part of January, Representative Cooper
of Wisconsin said:

It has been stated in this debate that

J

LIELUT.

ALBERT S. JONES,
Secretary of National Rifle Ansoclation.
iPhote by Clinedio=t.)

there is approximately 111,000 militia
in the United States who are supposed
to be fitting themselves should the
eountry call on them to help defend it
Of that number, 44,000 did not appear
on the rifle ragges for target practice
last year.
*
= ¥

“Now, it was once truly and forceful-
ly ®aid by a very distingulshed Ameri-
can that ‘in war the only shots that
count are those that hit.' <ngland
today i= training her militia to shoot.
I have seen pictures recently, repro-
ductions o fphotographs, showing how
Lord Kitchener has, if T may use the
expression, the green militlan and wvol-
unteers out in England trying to teach
them in this time of great stress, of
possible dire emergency, how to shoot.
Thousands of them had never before
had a rifle in their hands, did not know
ho - to load it, did not know how to
sight it, did not know anything about
how to elevate or depress the muzzle
of & gun to hit an enemy at 300 to 500

Weapon Than It Ever Was Before.

yards, or at any other dlstance, Train-
ing of this sort is something that we
ought, either by national legislation or
state legislation to bring oul.”
Representative Cooper's statement as
to the lack of rifle practice in the or-
ganized militia is borne out by War
Department reports. Lleut. Townsend

Whelen, . S. A, reporting to the gen-
eral staff, finds that the number of the
organized militia last year “who

reached that state of excellence with
the rifle as to be judged fit for battle
purposes was only 33.42 per cent of
the whole force.”

Even if the entire 111,000 of militia,
instead of only one-third of it, was
trained Bomewhat in the use of the
rifle, that number, added to the maxi-
mum of 141,000 in the sea and land per-
mament armed forces, makes a total of
only 252,000 men.

As opposed to this, all students of the
situation agree that the very least the
United States would need of land forces
—quie aside from the navy—to defend
its soil in event of invasion would be
1,000,000,

Now, as to statistics on clvilians In-
structed in the use of the rifle. The
great shooting organization of the coun-
try is the Natlonal Rifle Association,
At the annual meeting of the board of
directors of that organization, held in
Washington January 13 last, Lieut. Al-
hert 8. Jones, the secretary, reported
that of the civilian rifle clubs aflillated
with the association there are now 270,
with a total membership of 10,077. Rifle
clubs in universities and colleges affil-
fated with the asmsociation have 2,771
more, and school clubs, also affiliated,
about 4,883, or a total civillan force of
17.781, which, added to the 252,u.0,
miakes a total of 269,731

*
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Naturally, everybody who knows how
to shoot a rifle is not a member of one
of these affiliated clubs. But the ten-
dency of the average American who I8
good in some form of sport is to join a
club devoted to that sport. Eome of
the clubs affillated with the National
Rifle Association are in the newest and
wildest parts of the country.

Hence it is that students of the situa-
tion, having these statistics in their
possession, doubt that there are more
than 300,000 Americans, in and out of
the military service, at the outslde,
who, without an extended course of
trainlng after the need came, can “shoot
for nuts,” as the English put it, and
by shooting {8 meant the intelligent use
of the army rifle.

To put it otherwise, only one man in
every fifty-three in the avallable 16,-
000,000 males of military age can be set
down as in any remote degree trained.

Thus, Presldent Wilson's earnest
words on the matter of the necessity
!oi.“. citizenry trained and accustomed

to arms” have given heart to those
who, vear In and year out, have been

advocating the. wider diffusion of
knowledge of the shooting game
among Americans. They see in them

promise of help to inetill in Americans
i beilter knowledge of shooting.

Among these advocates, and now
foremost @mong them, is an old asso-
ciate and a friend of President Wilson,
Lieut. Col. William Libbey, New Jer-
gey Natlonal Guard, otherwise Prof.
Libbey, professor of physical geogra-
phy at Princeton University and di-
rector since 1883 of the university
museum of geology and archelogy.

On January 18 last Col. Libbey was
eleéted president of the Natlonal Rifle
Association, and already he {is busy
on the association’s manifold actlvities
in fostering in America an interest in
rifie shooting.

In science Prof, Libbey has a world-
wide reputation. He is an officer of the
French academy, a member of many
French and British and American
learned societies and the author of sev-
eral worke on the archelogy of the
Jordan valley.

In rifie shooting Col. Libbey has an
equally wide reputation. He was the
adjutant of the American rifle team
which went to the Olympic games at
Stockholm in 1912, and shot rings
around the world’'s most expert mili-
tary rifle teams, winning again for
Ameriea the world's mllitaryrifle cham-
pionship, which first had been won by
the American team at the Olympic
games in Londop fin 19508.

*
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The fact is that while rifle shooting
in the United States has not nearly
the popularity that Col. Libbey wishes
it had, the country has produced,
among the limited number of men who
follow the sport, an extraordinary
number of very high class shots. In
other words, a few experts have been
produced, rather than having a ‘“citi-
zenry trained and accustomed to arms.”

Under the presidency of Col. Libbey
it is expected that the National Rifle
Association will develop the policy it
initiated several years ago of attzin-
ing the latter—and larger—end.

Col. Libbay became Interested In the
military defenses of the country a
number of years ago. A governor of
the Society of the Colonlal Wars and
a member of other patriotic socleties,
he always had an academic Interest in
the subject. In 1900 he organised
among the students at Princeton Com-
pany of the 24 Infantgy, New Jersey
National Guard, and became its captain.
It grew into a strong shooting com-
pany. In 1906 he was made ussistant
inspector of small arms practice of the
state, with the rank of lieutenant
colonel, and has since held that posi-
tion.

The whole end and purpose of the
National Rifle Association, which was
organized Im 1872, Is to accustom

American manhood to the use of the
rifle. Hence its promotion of the or-
ganization of rifle clubs and its ef-
forts to enlarge interest in rifle com-
petitions. This association now has

affillated with it 0 eivilinn ridle clubs,

fortv-nine university and college clubs,
ninety-three school clubs, twenty-two
state associatlons, eighty regiments

and fAfty companies.

Eighty-six of the clvilian clubs join-
ed since last April, whenr a nmew law
went into effect permitting such clubs
to draw from the government arsenals
Krag rifles—the former army weapon,

of which the government has some
300,000 in stock—and ammunition in
limited guantities for the same. Last

vear the clvilian clubs drew 228 rifles
and 252,980 rounds of ammunition. The
resulting practice developed 304 civil-
ians who qualified as expert riflemen,
the highest classification of military
shots; 133 as sharpshooters and 151 as
marksmern. -
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Most of the college clubs, unlike the
civilian clubs proper, do not work on
the long ranges, but do most of their
shooting on the shorter ranges and in
indoor galleries. Nevertheless they pro-
duced forty-fiveexperts, sixty-six sharp-
shooters and sixty-six marksmen. At
the four military camps held for col-
lege students under the auspices of the
‘War Department last summer thirty-
one experts, 114 sharpshooters and 219
marksmen were guallfied.

Hifle shooting among schools ls a
comparatively new activity In the
association. Twenty-two new cluba
were added last year to the roll
Eighty per cent of these clubs are in
the public schools, where, naturally,
the shooting Ia on indoor ranges, where
the important primary instruction is
imparted.

The delicate positlon of the nation
owing to the European war has had an
effect, regarded only as temporary, Lo
check civillan clubs. The War Depart-
ment has ceased the issue of Krag riflea
to clvilian clubs, no doubt for diplo-
matic reasons.

But there are other ways of promot-
ing rifle practice, and the association is
earnest in working on those. The na-
tion-wide character of the organization
is indicated from the list of officers
chosen at the election, January 13, as
follows:

President, Lieut. Col. Willlam Libbey,
New Jersey; first vice president, Brig.
Gen. Fred B. Wood, adjutant general of
Minnesota; second vice president, Brig.
Gen. Louis W. Stotesbury, adjutant
general of New York; third vice presi-
dent, J. Van Holt Nash of Atlanta,
(ii.; treasurer, Lieut. Col. Glendie B,
Young, District of Columbia National
Guard; secretary, Lieut. Albert S. Jones,
Washington, D. C. =

Additional members of the executive
committee; Brig. Gen. Charles H. Cole,

ir
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adjutant general of Massachusetts;
Col. 8. W. Brookhart, Iowa; Capt.
Thomas Holcomb, jr., U. 8. M. C.; Lieut.
Col. William M. Wright, U. 8. A, adju-
tant general's department, representa-
tive of the Secretary of War.
-
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No activity of the association Is pro-
ducing larger results in public interest
than its national champlonship eompe-
tition on indoor gallery ranges—pri-
mary work in developing military
shots, of course, but still important. The
national board for the promotion of rifie
practice, a government body, offers tro-
phies to be competed for by civillan, col-
lege, high school and milltary achool
rifie clubs. Thirty-six civillan clubs have
entered for the 1915 interclub event,
each club shooting in ita own gallery
under officers appointed by the National
Rifle Association, the results being ex-
changed by telegraph. The clubs are di-
vided into three classes of twelve each.

Then there are the Intercollegiate
matches, with thirty-two teams com-
peting; in the high school matches,
thirty schools are represented, cover-
ing the country from Portland, Me,, to
Ban Francisco, and In the military
school competition sixteen of the lead-
ing academies of the country. are en-
tered.

From this can be observed something
of what the Natlonal Rifle Association
is doing to traln the citizenry In the
knowledge and use of arms.

Some years ago, recognizing the need,
Congress created the national board
for the promotion of rifle practice,
which Is the body which directs all
military rifle competitions, makes rules
and regulations for their conduct, gives
trophles, and, operating largely through
the National Rifle Assoclation, labors
diligently to llve up to its name. The
assistant secretary of war is ex-offi-
cio chairman of the board, which now
consigts of the following: Henry C.
Breckinridge, assistant secretary of
war; Capt. Roy Bmith, U. B. N.: Capt.
8. J. Bayard Schindel, U. 8. A.; Capt.
Thomas Holcomb, jr., U. 8. M. C.; Lisut.
Col. Willlam Libbey, New Jersey: Maij.
Gen. J. Clifford K. Foster, l{orlda:
Lieut. Col. . W. Brookhart, Iowa, and
Gen. James A. Drain, Wuhin;tun.

-
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At the annual meeting of this board
in Washington January 14 and 16 last
one of the chief questions considered
was the matter of ranges upan which
members of the organized militia and
civilians may be trained. It is recog-
nized that there would be much more
rifle shooting in the country were there
more places on which to shoot. The
average man in the city, even If he be

connected with a militia organization,
has dificulty in journeying the long
distance to a long-distance range, sven

if there be one within an hour's jour-
ney of the city, and there are few such
ranges in the vicinity of the principal
cities of the country.

In presenting this subjec
Townsend Whelen set forth
as follows:

“We have at present a large numbar
of ranges st maneuver grounds, etc,
at which field firing c¢can be had while
troops are in camp. What is badly
needed is a large number of ranges, to
which any one can go for an afterncon’s
practice—for Lieut. Whelen wante
civillans to practice as well as militia-
men.

“The skill in marksmanship demanded
of Individuals for battle purboses,” he
went on, “can be acquired as well by a
gallery course and firing at 200 yards
with service charges as at the longer
ranges."

The upshot of the discussion was the
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e facts

LIEUT. COL. G. B. YOUNG,
Treasurer of National Rifle Association.

appointment of a committee to investi-
gate the matter of securing ranges near
cities throughout the country. and to
act with the assistant secretary of war
in endeavoring “to increase the appro-
priation for the use of the natlonal
board for the promotion of rifle prac-
tice in promoting the training of the
citlzenry in the use of arms."
* ¥
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Then, in accord with the new spirit
that President Wilson's words has in-
fused into the rifle shooting fraternity,
the board further determined that, for
the first time, teams representing the
universities, colleges and military
schools will be admitted to the national
matches of this year.

These national matches are the great
event in American rifledom. To them
lead up all minor rifle events. Hereto-
fore teams were admitted only from
the regular army infantry, e reg-
ular army cavalry, the navy, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Military Academy, the
Naval Acadamy and the Nationzal Guard
of the several states and territories.

West Point sent a team only ome year.

L]

ident Wilson's ideal of
trained and accustomed to arms"
yet been attained, It will be seen from
the foregoing
thorities, Congress, the states, the .

ganizations devoted to the encourage-
ment of rifie shooting and the individ-

Annapolis long has been represented
with a strong shooting team. Nearly

-thirty of the states usually send teams.

Far-off Hawaii for a number of years
past has sent a National Guard team
of high excellence.

The national matches were shot at
Seagirt, N. J., in 1903, 1905 and 1906: a-
Fort Rilev, Kan., in 1904, and at Camp
Perry, Ohio, In 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910,
1911 and 1913.

Last year no national matches were
held. Much of the army was assembled
on the Texas border, and, moreover,
appropriations were short. However,
lacking appropriations, the states in all
but two divisions made no provision.
Hence, the only divisional matches were
at Seagirt and Jacksonville.

It has been urged in the past that
these national matches do not, after
all, really promote widespread target
practice, but werk out to develop a
few very high-class men in different
parts of the country. To overcome
this criticism and to provide an incen-
tive to all riflemen to try for the hiegh
honors, the board has changed the
rules.

*
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Here is the new rule:

“At least six of the shooting
bers of each team In the national
team match shall be men who have
never heretofore shot as members of a
team In a national team match or a
national divisional team match. Pro-
vided, however, thaet the principals and
alternates of each team of the organ-
ized militia participating in the na-
tional team match must have been se-
lected by competition open to all of-
cers and men of the orgunized militia
of such state; and not less than 58 per
cent of the principals belonging to
teams participating in such national
team match shall be enlisted men.”
The board also determined to hold
the national matches this year for the
first time on the south Atlantic const,
believing that such a selection would
hel;* In arousing rifle shooting en-
thusiasm in the southeastern part of
the country. The range selected s the
splendid new range which the state
of Florida has erected on a 1,07%-acre
reservation eight miles from Jackson-
ville, on the west bank of the St
John's river. There the matches wiil
begin October 15 next, when weather
conditions promise to be ideal
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Several thousand of the country’s
best riflemen will assemble. State

teams will be transported to and from

Tacksonville at Uncle Sam's expense,

an appropriation of $50,000 for the pur-

pose having been Included in this
vear's army appropriation bill
The ranges on the Jacksonville

grounds are three in number—200, 66¢
and 1,000 yards—each equipped
fifty targets. Thus 150 men can fire at
the same time.

with

So, while it cannot be said that Pres-
“a citizenry
has
that the military

nTn-

ual riflemen of the country have not
been idle.
They are laboring, slowly pe-hups,

to bring the citisenry up to that stand-
ard of proficlency
characterizes the
marksmen.

in shooting that
Swise, & mnation of
ASHMUN BROWN.
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